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that gonorrhea and syphilis are names for communicable diseases instead of crimes, and that the fight for their eradication is not a private affair but the vital concern of everyone.
The Government's campaign has not only covered every section of the United States proper, but has also been extended to the insular possessions. Porto Eico has been a fertile field for the ravages of venereal disease throughout its history.
Twenty years ago when the American Army of occupation came to the island, its venereal ineffective rate for the first six months was 467,80 per thousand. A very substantial part of the command were victims of syphilis, gonorrhea or chancroid, rendering them ineffective. At this time the venereal ineffective rate for the Army in the United States was 84 per thousand.
In 1898, the Spanish troops at Porto Eico reached the high-water mark of venereal infection with a rate of 566 per thousand.
Even during recent years, conditions were such as to warrant placing San Juan on the black list for visiting navies. Since 1903, no